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planning, in the progress and in the spirit, though he does not
accept the view that mankind is able to reach a stage in which
all human endeavours would find their final harmonious fulfil-
ment. This is no optimism in respect of the goal, but optimism
in respect of progress. It is an optimism of action. It is no
optimism of static existence but one of growth.

What has so far been expounded, only had the purpose to
build the frame* in which to give an outline of Edward Benes's
philosophy. I shall be trying to draw it in as few strokes as
possible. Since all main key points have been assigned their
places in the above constructed framework of the human out-
look on life, it may be possible to achieve that by letting Benes
speak just from these keypoints. From what we shall hear
him say, we shall be able to build up and clarify to ourselves
Dr. Benes's political-philosophical system. One admirable
feature deserves particular attention: the actuality of Dr.
Benes's thoughts and formulas, and the philosophical end
political flair by which Benes boded the approaching storm.
Many passages in his confessions and admonitions almost
strike us as prophetical.

Dr. Benes's philosophical standpoint is very distinctly the
outcome of Critical Optimism* This is most distinctly shown
in the concluding words of his book: The Revolt of the
Nations":

" The world events have led me to optimism, to a sober
combatant, national and social optimism based on the realities
of life, and inspired by a creative spirit, an optimism which
overcomes pain and injustice, and stimulates the spirit to an
utmost constant effort enlightened by idealism."

But he remains an optimist even after the development of
world events had brought him most bitter disappointment In
his book Democracy To-day and To-morrow, he remains the
critical optimist that he has always been. He says there:
" Those people and that society who without being prepared